
	Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council
Minutes of the October Parish Council meeting
At Bracon Ash & Hethel Village Hall
 On Monday 14th October 2024 at 7.30PM

	Present: 
Mr Steve Horton 		Mrs Anne Howlett 		Cllr Nigel Legg			
Mrs Mary Gray			Mrs Zoe Barr			Mr Roy Hayes
Clerk Mrs Carole Jowett 	
4 members of the public attended	

	1. 
	To consider apologies for absence
Mr Biddle and Mr Dyer had sent their apologies for absence.

	2. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda 
Mrs Howlett declared an interest in agenda item 7.2. 

	3. 
	To co-opt a member too fill the casual vacancy
There were no nominations.

	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation, District and County Councillor reports 
District councillor report 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes. Mr Horton read the report to attendees. 
There was an event on a proposed battery storage facility at Flordon the next day.
The consultation on the design code for Broadland and South Norfolk would run until 11 November 2024 posters had been received and would be circulated on the Whatsapp group.
A winter pressures grant was available again for the second year.
Public participation
An issue was raised about the condition of the bus shelter in Cuckoofield Lane which had deteriorated and the panels and bin had been removed leaving no shelter from the winds blowing across the field to the rear. 
It was explained that the bin had been set fire to and the panels vandalised so they had been removed. The shelter was owned by the parish council and options were being explored to repair it to keep costs down. The use of galvanised steel panels was being considered and a new bin purchased. 
Some new trees would be donated for planting in Poorhouse Lane. There was a big puddle at the end of the footpath from Laws Lane to Poorhouse Lane and there were problems digging the ditch out from the field side to address this because there were ash trees in the way. It was suggested that the hedge/trees be cut back by the usual contractor otherwise Mr Hayes said he would do it but it would take longer. 
An offer of a replacement grit bin was put forward for the junction of Cranes Road and Church Road. The original one had been vandalised and it had been decided not to replace it but it was agreed the replacement would be accepted but needed to be located at the side of the road not on the triangle by the sign. 
The grit bin at Mergate lane/Flordon Road needed to be filled. 
An issue was raised about the poor visibility at the junction of Mergate Lane and Flordon Road which had become very dangerous. A question was asked if there would be any objection to a member of the public approaching the landowners to ask them to clear back the overgrown hedges. The parish council agreed that there was no issue in doing so but to refer back if there were any problems encountered. 
A question was asked if there would be any objections to applying for a grant to sow wildflowers at the entrance to the village. The parish councillors were happy for this to happen but advised speaking to highways first. 

	5. 
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 2nd September 2024
The minutes of the meeting were unanimously agreed and signed by the chairman.

	6. 
	To consider options for the village sign
Options were being explored to source an oak post. A price had been obtained to repair the metal sign and to modify it to fi ton a square oak post which was likely to costs £700.00 + VAT bot including the cost of the wood. Various options were discussed and it was agreed further investigations would be undertaken. It was agreed that the sign needed to be put back in place and would be funded by CIL. 
There was a question over Cranes Road solar farm who had promised payments to the village. 
There was a small balance in a bank account that had been used for the fighting fund for the development adjacent to the village hall which would be donated to the village hall.  

	7. 
	To consider planning applications
7.1 	2024/2655
Location: Drumwood House  Rectory Lane Hethel NR14 8HD
Proposal: Single storey rear extension, raised deck to rear of studio and installation of 16 no. ground mounted solar panels
It was agreed not to submit any comments.
7,.2	2024/2874
Location: Land Near Potash Farm  Potash Lane Hethel Norfolk NR14 8EY
Proposal: Change of use to two secure dog walking fields, parking areas and associated landscaping, fencing and gates
This application had only just been received and the planning portal was down. It was agreed to review the application after the meeting and share any comments via email. 

	8. 
	To consider and agree to replace the playing field fence 
The fence at the playing field had come down and would be put back up on a temporary basis but it needed to be replaced. Costs would be sought for replacement fencing and a bid for district councillor funding would be made. 
A piece of equipment needed attention as reported by a member of the public.  

	9. 
	To consider and agree new financial regulations 
The financial regulations were discussed and Mrs Howlett proposed they be adopted. Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 

	10. 
	To review and agree the new code of conduct
The code of conduct was discussed and Mrs Barr proposed it be adopted. Mrs Gray seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed.

	11. 
	Finance
11.1	To receive statement of accounts to 14th October 2024
	The accounts were reviewed and agreed.	 
11.2	To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
	BACS	£162.00	South Norfolk Council		Dog bin servicing
Mrs Barr proposed the payment be made, Mrs Gray seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 

	12. 
	To agree dates of 2025 meetings 
The meetings were agreed as follows:
13/01/25
03/03/25
14/04/25
12/05/25 AGM/Parish meeting to commence at 7:00pm
09/06/25
11/08/25
06/10/25
01/12/25

	13. 
	To consider correspondence received
South Norfolk had emailed about overgrown bushes and trees from the playing field obstructing the waste collections for people living in Laws Lane. The clerk would email the tenant and respond to the district council. 

	14. 
	To agree agenda items for the meeting on 14th October 2024 and close
Agenda items for next meeting
To discuss use of a QR code 
Agreed dates of meetings in 2024
2nd December 2024

	15. 
	Close 
The chairman closed the meeting at 21:15

	
Signed ………………………………………….                       Date ……………………           

Chairman to Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council






Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Bracon Ash Parish Council – 14 October 2024

Grants
At present Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 

Flooding on B1113  
After months of trying, Councillors met with Norfolk Highways Officers, the Flood Engineer and Cllr. Plant, the cabinet lead for Highways & Infrastructure, to discuss flooding on the B1113 on 13th September. A further follow up meeting is planned. The major current problem is seen as being the run-off of water from the A47. Highways staff will increase the pressure on National Highways to get this problem attended to. The long-standing issue of surface water on the road is recognised and Highways agreed to place warning signs on the road. The need for lower speed limits in wet weather was no accepted.

Orsted will continue to store storm water on site and tanker off excess water, until better water management processes are agreed with the Environment Agency and the County Council.

We encourage residents to log problems on the B1113 on the Highways website and to report problems to us. Photographic evidence is always helpful (but stay safe).

Household Waste Removal – Fines of at least £120
South Norfolk Council are planning a campaign to raise consumer awareness of their responsibility for household waste disposal. Any resident found responsible for fly-tipping is liable for a fine of between £120 and £1,000. Residents are reminded that this extends to any waste disposed of by an unauthorised carrier, so asking to see waste removal permits is a good idea when using a builder or any waste removal company. Companies can be searched at the National on-line database: https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-operations

Battery Storage Proposal for Wymondham Road, Bracon Ash
Another battery storage facility is being proposed on a site about 1 mile to the East of Toprow. The site appears to be within the Parish of Bracon Ash. There is a pre-application consultation event at Flordon Church between 3pm and 8pm on Tuesday 15th October.  https://www.wymondhamroadesf.co.uk/

South Norfolk Civic Charity Concert
Cllr. Sharon Blundell is hosting the Civic Charity Concert at 7pm on Thursday 14 November at Wymondham Abbey. The concert is in support of MIM Youth Services and Costessey First Responders. It is hosted by Stephen Yallop and will feature talented young voices from Voice Junction. Tickets from: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/snc-civic-charity-concert-tickets-1015371532587

Defibrillator Grants
The charity LondonHearts has received an award from the Dep. Of Health & Social Care to install 1,100 defibrillators. Matched funding of £750 is required. Applications via http://www.defibgrant.co.uk/.


Design Code Consultation
The second online consultation on the new Design Code for South Norfolk & Broadland is open until 5pm on Monday 11th November. The consultation focuses on the draft vision for the design code, and the priorities and opportunities for the different character areas identified. The elements specifically relating to medium sized villages like Bracon Ash is attached.
https://southnorfolkandbroadland.placechangers.co.uk/page

Town & Parish Council Summit
Parish councils are encouraged to register for the annual summit on 13th November at 9.30am at the Horizon Centre. The summit includes advice and resources to help in the recruitment of Parish Councillors.

Winter Preparedness
A focus of South Norfolk Council is encouraging communities to prepare for winter and further adverse weather:
· Community organisations can apply for a winter pressures grant of up to £500 https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/communities/community-funding/winter-pressures-grant .
· The Council is producing a flooding prevention action plan.
· Residents living in properties at risk of flooding are encouraged to prepare for the winter.
· Parish Councils are encouraged to check that local emergency plans are up to date.

Bleed Kits
South Norfolk Council has agreed to provide bleed kits for each of its Leisure Centre. This follows an approach to a Councillor from the mother of a youth killed in a knife attack in Wymondham. The kit includes equipment to stem the flow of blood as a result of serious injury, which might be work or sports related. Ideally kits will be in places that are publicly accessible – as many defibrillators are. More information is available from the Daniel Baird Foundation at this link: https://controlthebleed.org.uk/ .

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
National Grid has announced that it is now be undertaking a number of surveys along the proposed route of the pylons, to help refine and complete its application for planning permission (known as a Development Consent Order or DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in Summer 2025.
 PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 



Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber



	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926











Extract from Design Code Consultation

The Consultation considers four classifications of settlement pattern in South Norfolk:
· Norwich Fringe Settlements including Costessey, Cringleford & Trowse;
· Market Towns & Key Service Centres including Wymondham and Hethersett;
· Medium & Large Villages including Mulbarton, Wreningham & Ashwellthorpe; and
· Dispersed Settlements & Countryside including smaller villages such as East Carleton and Hethel.

Bracon Ash appears to be classified in the Medium & Large Village Category. The issues and opportunities for these villages are suggested to be:

Key issues:
· Safety/attractiveness of pedestrian and active travel routes
· Loss of mature landscape features (e.g. hedgerows)
· Speed of vehicle traffic (particularly at edges of villages), and congestion on wider street network

Key opportunities: 
· Retain ‘rural’ character of village, for example the importance of village greens/centres
· Use of locally distinctive, traditional materials (e.g. red brick, flint etc)
· Views and visual impact to local landmarks (particularly with regards to local landmarks e.g. windmills/churches)
· Retain and enhance physical and visual connection to the countryside
· Protecting and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and their setting (e.g. listed buildings, farmhouses etc) – protecting views from these to the countryside. Any architectural response to adjacent listed buildings must be carefully considered (not pastiche). 
· Varied typologies - design approach to new development may result in more variation in patterns of development e.g. courtyards, farmsteads
· Improved connections to centres/services
· ‘Gateways’ into the villages to address congestion and speed of vehicles (positioning/placement of housing – using the built form to mark the transition into a village)
· Reinforcing status/identity of villages (e.g. signs, heritage, use of colour, white marker stones)
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