
	Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council
Minutes of the September Parish Council meeting
At Bracon Ash & Hethel Village Hall
 On Monday 2nd September 2024 at 7.30PM

	Present: 
Mrs Anne Howlett 		Mr Neil Dyer 			Mr David Biddle	
Cllr Nigel Legg			Mr Steve Horton		Mrs Mary Gray		
Mrs Zoe Barr			Mr Roy Hayes
Cllr Jim Webber			
Clerk Mrs Carole Jowett 	
6 members of the public attended	

	1. 
	To elect a new chairman
Mr Hayes explained that Mr Rudd had resigned and he was standing in as vice chair.
Mr Dyer nominated Mr Horton to be elected as chairman, Dr Legg seconded the nomination.
There were no other nominations and Mr Horton was unanimously voted in as charman. 

	2. 
	To consider apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.

	3. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation, District and County Councillor reports 
District councillor report 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes.
Public participation
Dr Legg raised an issue with the bus service, the last bus no 37 from Norwich leaves at 7pm, the clerk was asked to write to First and raise a complaint and to check with Mulbarton Parish Council to see if any issues had been raised. 
The village sign had been blown over in high winds. The contractor who deals with the grounds maintenance had some oak and had suggested using an RSJ be used. 
It was asked if it was possible to make an appeal for donations to help repair the village sign. 
A question was raised about submitting a judicial review on the planning application that had been approved recently. The costs could be prohibitive and would need a financial backer, the parish council did not have the funds to be able to assist. It had been an allocated site so there would need to be some procedural issues identified which could be difficult. Even if successful there could be a further application in future. Concerns were raised at the make-up of the planning committee with substitutions made at the last minute. 
Whilst the parish council could not lead or fund any legal proceedings; in principle it would be in support of any action subject to a formal agenda item. 

	5. 
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 8th July 2024
The minutes of the meeting were unanimously agreed and signed by the chairman.


	6. 
	To consider storage arrangements of parish council records
Mr Rudd has had custody of parish council records which are in 2 filing cabinets, it was not clear what was in them other than minutes. 
Mr Horton said he would visit and discuss what was held in them and it was suggested that potentially a space could be found in the village hall. 

	7. 
	To consider the South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan and agree any response
It was agreed not submit any comments.

	8. 
	To consider planning application 2024/2326
Proposal: Proposed lean-to log store outbuilding
Location: The Rumbles Hawkes Lane Bracon Ash Norfolk NR14 8EW 
It was agreed not to submit any comments.

	9. 
	To consider and agree new financial regulations 
This item was adjourned to next meeting.

	10. 
	To review and agree the new code of conduct
This item was adjourned to next meeting.

	11. 
	Finance
11.1	To receive statement of accounts to 2nd September 2024
	The accounts were reviewed and agreed.	 
11.2	To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
BACS	£120.00	A J Leveridge 				Play area mntce (Paid)
	BACS	£158.88	South Norfolk Council		Dog bin servicing
	BACS		£118.00	P Riches				Grass cutting (playing field July) 
	BACS	£150.00	P Riches				Grass cutting half year payment 
									Village hall area
	BACS	£339.88	C Jowett				Clerk’s salary
	BACS	£226.40	HMRC				PAYE 
The payments were proposed by Mrs Howlett, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 
The fence had come down round the playing field and a new one would be required. 
Mr Rudd would need to be removed from the bank as a signatory. 
It was requested that the pc write to him to thank him. 

	12. 
	To consider correspondence received
Mr Dyer had raised the issue with the playing field fence. 
The clerk was asked to write to Bracon Hall about the trees along the road at the far side of the roundabout as branches were overhanging the pathway. 

	13. 
	To agree agenda items for the meeting on 14th October 2024 and close
Agenda items for next meeting
To consider and agree to replace the play area fence
To consider and agree new financial regulations 
To review and agree the new code of conduct

Agreed dates of meetings in 2024
14th October 2024
2nd December 2024

	14. 
	Close 
The chairman closed the meeting at 20:45

	
Signed ………………………………………….                       Date ……………………           

Chairman to Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council






Appendix a
District Councillor’s Report for Bracon Ash Parish Council – 2 September 2024

Grants
At present Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 
Flooding on B1113  
A meeting has been arranged by your District Councillors with Highways to discuss flooding on the B1113 at Swardeston. This is at 1pm on Friday 13th September. County Councillors Daniel Elmer and Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport, have been invited. Representatives of local Parish Councils have been invited to attend.
Natural Flood Management
Councillors attended the session on Natural Flood Management at the Town & Parish Forum on Wednesday 7th August. Speakers from the Environment Agency and Natural England explained how farmers and landowners can use natural methods to reduce the flow of water into watercourses and indicated some of the financial incentives available.
Hornsea 3 Converter Station
Orsted have indicated to your District Councillors that cabling to the site will be delivered between July and October 2025. The full update received from Orsted is included below.
[bookmark: _Hlk176189442]Village Clusters Update
The South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan (VCHAP) Regulation 19 Pre-submission Addendum was published on Monday 12 August and runs through to 5pm on Monday 7 October 2024, in accordance with Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Representations are invited on the legal compliance and soundness of the Plan. Any representations submitted must be received by South Norfolk Council within this timeframe.
This is the final consultation before the plan is submitted to the Inspector.
The purpose of the VCHAP is to deliver growth that will support the vitality of the rural communities of South Norfolk. Following the Regulation 19 Publication in 2023 one of the proposed sites was no longer considered deliverable and another needed to be reduced in scale, which led to a shortfall in the overall target number of new homes (minimum of 1,200).
The proposed Addendum includes the additional and amended sites proposed for allocation within the VCHAP to address this shortfall. The document also includes a number of other focused changes to the proposed VCHAP. The published document only deals with the changes that are being proposed to the Regulation 19 VCHAP document that was published in 2023.
During the consultation period, the proposed Addendum and supporting information is available to view at the following locations: 
•	Online - on the South Norfolk Council website
•	South Norfolk Council offices - The Horizon Centre, Broadland Business Park, Peachman Way, Norwich, NR7 0WF (open Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm)
•	The Octagon - Mere Street, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4AH (open Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm)
•	Libraries in South Norfolk - visit the Norfolk County Council website for details of your local branch
•	Millennium Library - The Forum, Millennium Plain, Norwich NR2 1AW (open Monday to Friday 10am - 7pm, Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 10:30am - 4:30pm)
Electric Vehicle Charge Points and Solar Panel Grants
South Norfolk Council is offering Parish Councils and community associations (eg village halls) grants of up to £10,000 for installation of an EV charge point and up to £10,000 for installation of roof based solar panels of at least 4kW. Applications close on 29th November. There is no requirement for any matched funding. Grants are not available towards the cost of battery storage.
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/car-parks/electric-charging-points/2
Glass bottle recycling scheme 
The glass bottle recycling adopter scheme is being promoted by South Norfolk Council. Parish councils are requested to complete the following survey if they have not already done so.
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ikQbvZ9SBEqkIb1K4febsPDobLVQ-6RNnZ4ywuLSvP1UMzhSUTJDSTdWU0I2T0s0QTVOWEZLM0FVOC4u
Wymondham Public Realm Improvements
Wymondham Town Council and South Norfolk Council are working together to improve the public realm in Wymondham town centre with a budget of nearly £1 million. The project is still in its early stages, and the councils are seeking input from local residents, businesses and visitors on how to best to invest. More information and a short online consultation can be found here: https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/news/article/488/consultation-on-wymondham-improvements-now-open
Housing Allocation Policy
The Council has agreed a revised Housing Policy Allocation which reflects the shortage of social housing in South Norfolk (and elsewhere), the growing numbers of people on the register and the lack of movement on the register. An additional prioritisation category has been introduced, and criteria for joining the register have been tightened – notably the local connection and family connection tests. Residents on the list will be reassessed in accordance with their usual 2 year review timetable. The changes will enable the following groups to be prioritised: leavers from the care system under the age of 25, and individuals moving from 3+ bedroom properties to smaller properties.
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The consultation on the proposed pylon scheme has now closed. National Grid is considering responses. It plans to submit its final proposals in an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in 2025.
 PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 
Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber

Councillor Contact Information

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926



Full Update from Orsted Hornsea 3 Project
The following update was received from Orsted on 15th August 2024.
“DC cabling is due to be delivered from the main compound in Oulton to the local area July – October 2025. Due to the nature of the work being carried out, these deliveries require the use of larger specialised vehicles called abnormal loads. For the duration of the journey, the abnormal loads will be escorted by Norfolk Police. 
At least two weeks prior to the abnormal load deliveries commencing in this area, information will issued via an Advance Work Notice (AWN). AWNs are the preferred method of proactive communications between the Project and the local community. To date, Orsted have issued over 130 AWNs proactively informing residents of forthcoming activities in affected local areas.
Orsted will also be conducting additional abnormal load movements to transport equipment to the Onshore Converter Station. These abnormal load deliveries are expected in 2025. As with the DC cabling deliveries, these will require a police escort, Orsted will inform the local community at least two weeks prior to these movements via an AWN.

Regarding potential upcoming works along the B1113, Orsted are required to reinstate areas of land that have been temporarily used for the construction phase – including the access point near the A47 on the western side of the road leading to our onshore cable route. The access point leading to the Onshore converter site is required for continued access to and from the facility and therefore shall remain in place. We shall undertake these works during the planned reinstatement phase in this area, expected in 2026/7.
There might be some instances where the owners of the land wish to keep the access points that we have installed, rather than have them reinstated. In these instances, additional planning permission will be required, and the appropriate consents acquired.”
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