
	Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council
Minutes of the July Parish Council meeting
At Bracon Ash & Hethel Village Hall
 On Monday 8th July 2024 at 7.30PM

	Present: 
Mr Colin Rudd – Chairman		Mrs Anne Howlett 		Mr Neil Dyer
Cllr Nigel Legg				Mr Steve Horton		Mrs Mary Gray		
Mr David Biddle				
Cllr Jim Webber			
Clerk Mrs Carole Jowett 	
2 members of the public attended	

	1. 
	To consider apologies for absence
Mrs Barr and Mr Hayes had sent their apologies for absence. 

	2. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

	3. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation, District and County Councillor reports 
District councillor report 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached at appendix a to these minutes.
An announcement earlier in the day from the new chancellor indicated that building and energy infrastructure would be speeded up.
Cllr Webber asked if the parish council would support a letter form the 3 district councillors t the county council about flooding on the B1113 and it was unanimously agree that support would be given. 
Design codes were being created for new buildings and would be considered at a workshop, Cllr Webber encouraged parish councillors to attend if possible. 
Public participation
An issue was raised about the path along The Street as it was overgrown and almost impassible and it needed to be cut back from the corner of School Road to East Carleton Road, Mulbarton. The clerk would report it but encouraged people to report these issues on the Norfolk County Council website. Invite the planning officer to come out and look at the pavement to understand the issues. 
The work on the village sign still needed to be done.
The work on Laws Lane was held up waiting for better weather.
Tree wardens had been told that the council was not renewing the insurance premium for tree wardens and were referred to parish councils to ask to be covered and this would save £333 per annum. 

	4. 
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the annual general meeting held on 16th May 2024
The minutes of the annual general meeting were unanimously agreed and signed by the chairman.

	5. 
	To consider and agree new financial regulations 
The clerk explained there was a new version of the model financial regulations and it was agreed that the template should be updated and brought to the next meeting for agreement. 

	6. 
	To consider future audit arrangements 
The clerk explained that a neighbouring parish had engaged with Norfolk ALC to appoint an internal auditor and a very thorough examination had been done. The resident who had kindly done previous audits was not familiar with the relevant regulations. 
After consideration it was agreed to use Norfolk ALC to appoint an auditor for the current year.  

	7. 
	To review and agree the new code of conduct
The clerk explained there was a new version of the model code of conduct and it was agreed that the template should be updated and brought to the next meeting for agreement. 

	8. 
	Finance
8.1	To receive statement of accounts to 8th July 2024
	The accounts were reviewed and agreed.	 
11.2	To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
	BACS			£118.00	P Riches 		Playing field grass cutting (July)
	BACS			£150.00	P Riches		Village grass cutting
	BACS			£118.00	P Riches		Playing field grass cutting (June)
	BACS			£124.44	Norse Eastern Ltd	Newsletter printing 
	BACS			£165.60	Playsafety Ltd		Annual playing field inspection
The payments were proposed by Mrs Howlett, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 

	9. 
	To consider correspondence received
The RoSPA report had been received and there were a few things that needed to be cleaned down and Lotus had indicated that they could assist. There were also a few things to tighten up but there were no major issues that would cost a lot. 
Cllr Webber asked if there was a maintenance schedule but Mr Rudd said that it was difficult to find anyone to do the work. 
A post had been put on Bracon Ash WhatsApp group about a broken tread on the multi-play, Mr Horton would look at this. 
An email had been received about the South Norfolk Self Custom Build Housing Register. Cllr Webber explained about the Local Connection Eligibility Test Consultation for anyone who wanted a self-build plot in South Norfolk and although another council currently managed it the intention was to take back.  There would be a £50 charge to go on the register and a question would be asked about local connections which would prioritise local people. Anyone could respond but the consultation would close at 5pm on 2nd August 2024.

	10. 
	To agree agenda items for the meeting on 2nd September 2024 and close
Agenda items for next meeting
To consider and agree new financial regulations 
To review and agree the new code of conduct
Agreed dates of meetings in 2024
2nd September 2024
14th October 2024
2nd December 2024

	11. 
	Close 
The chairman closed the meeting at 20:45

	
Signed ………………………………………….                       Date ……………………           

Chairman to Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council






Appendix a
District Councillor’s Report for Bracon Ash Parish Council – 15 April 2024
Grants
Applications for member ward grants for the 24/25 period reopen on 6th May. Applications for larger Communities Action Fund grants (£1,000 to £15,000) also open on that day. 
Leadership of South Norfolk Council
Following his elevation to the peerage, Lord Fuller has resigned as leader of the Conservative Group of Councillors and has announced that he will stand down as Leader of the Council. Cllr. Elmer has been elected leader of the Conservative Group and is expected to be elected leader at the May Council meeting. 
Greater Norwich Local Plan
The plan has now been adopted by all parties and is now influencing planning decisions. GNLP Policy 7.5 is expected to lead to an increase in small scale self-build and custom build applications (up to 3 units) within or close to the edge of settlement boundaries. Applications would still have to meet other planning policies.  Adoption of the plan means that the Council is now considered to have a 5-year land supply in respect of new planning applications for housing; applications before 20 December 2023 may be able to benefit from the land supply problem created by neutrient neutrality.
Food Waste Collection
The Council is required to introduce a weekly food waste collection service by end March 2026. Some areas may start before this date. In Broadland a food collection service operates already; South Norfolk expects to follow a similar operating model:  homes receive a small caddy for use in the home and a larger bin put outside for collection. 
While some Government funding is being provided, this will not cover all set up and operating costs and there are expected to be financial implications for the Council. Options and costs for the service are being developed; there may be implications for development of the Ketteringham site.
Fly Tipping
At the recent Cleaner, Safer Environment committee meeting, it was stated that there were 780 reported fly tips in South Norfolk in 2023. Cllr Ian Spratt suggested consideration be given to the introduction of Community Skips placed close to identified ‘hotspots’ to encourage the public to responsibly dispose of larger waste items. This system has worked in London Boroughs. Feedback on the idea would be welcome.
PSPO (Vehicle Related Anti-Social Behaviour)
The PSPO on vehicle related anti-social behaviour was finally approved by Council at its 21 February meeting. The PSPO came into force on 4th April.
Long Stratton by-pass 
Work has started on the by-pass.
Flooding on B1113 
To date we have still had no response from either County Councillor Daniel Elmer or Graham Plant, cabinet lead for Highways, Infrastructure and Transport. 
Staff from Orsted, and its contractors, gave an update an update on drainage plans to Swardeston Parish Council on 11 April 2024. Orsted is currently seeking approvals for a temporary drainage solution from the Orsted site; a permanent solution is being planned. In both solutions, water is retained on site (tanks and a lagoon) and then released at a controlled flow. Orsted accepted that they were responsible for some of the early problems last year, and stated recent problems are down to issues with drainage from the surrounding fields and the A47 and the lack of drainage on the B1113. It appears that the B1113 situation requires Council action.
Hornsea 3 Community Fund
This has now opened. Grants from £500 up to £75,000 are available. To check eligibility and for further information visit www.grantscape.org.uk
South Norfolk Community Awards
Nominations for Community Awards are now open until 19th May 2024,
  South Norfolk Community Awards 2024 – Broadland and South Norfolk (southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk)
Pride in Place Awards
The third and final round of awards has now closed. Over the 3 rounds over £1 million has been allocated to communities across Broadland and South Norfolk. Consideration is now turning to a possible replacement scheme.
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The formal consultation for this project opened on 10th April and closes on Tuesday 18th June. Full information can be found on the National Grid’s consultation website. The consultation now includes detailed reports on transport routes, traffic management, and environmental issues.
There are three consultation events in Norfolk:
Ashwellthorpe, Thorpe Hall		Thursday       9 May 1-6pm		
Tibenham, Community Hall   		Friday           10 May 1-6pm
Diss, Football Club			Wednesday 15 May 1-6 pm
There are also a series of on-line webinars (sign up here ) at 6pm in the evening. Those on 17 April, 29 May and 12 June (all Wednesdays) are most relevant to people living locally.
Finally, documents can be inspected at Long Stratton Library and Norwich Library.
A TEAMS presentation to Council members took place on 15th April. Your three District Councillors attended. When Simon Pepper of National Grid was questioned about alternative methods of delivering energy to Tilbury, such as offshore or underground, he stated that National Grid are governed by National Policy and the ‘Pylons’ option was the method they have to pursue.
There are few changes to the 2023 consultation, but the following may be of interest:
· 6 pylons immediately to the South of the Norwich substation have been moved westwards to higher ground, increasing the visibility of the 50m high pylons but avoiding the proposed battery storage facility near the substation; and
· an alternative to pylons for the Waveney Valley is being consulted upon to mitigate the landscape, heritage and recreational amenity effects of the pylons. This would involve underground cabling for 2km and new CSE compounds at either end of the underground section to connect to the pylons.
The consultation does not consider the viable alternative of underground HVDC cables, which was considered in the recent ESO Report.
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to develop their campaign against the pylon proposals and have put together some high-level advice for Parish Council’s wishing to object to the Norwich Tilbury proposal. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions .
Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber
Councillor Contact Information

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926
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