
	Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council
Minutes of the December Parish Council meeting
At Bracon Ash & Hethel Village Hall
 On Monday 2nd December 2024 at 7.30PM

	Present: 
Mr Steve Horton 		Mrs Anne Howlett 		Cllr Nigel Legg			
Mrs Mary Gray			Mrs Zoe Barr			Mr Roy Hayes
Mr David Biddle			Mr Neil Dyer
Clerk Mrs Carole Jowett 
Cllr Jim Webber	
6 members of the public attended	

	1. 
	To consider apologies for absence
 There were no apologies for absence.

	2. 
	To receive declaration of interests in items on agenda 
There were no interests declared. 

	3. 
	To co-opt a member too fill the casual vacancy
There were no nominations.

	4. 
	Resolution to adjourn the meeting for public participation, District and County Councillor reports 
District councillor report 
Cllr Webber had sent a report which is attached to these minutes at appendix a. 
He reported that the council was working on budgets, the pressures were not as great as the county council. The government grants had not yet been finalised but were likely to focus on urban and areas of deprivation. 
Early experiences of the booking system for the recycling centres had been positive.
There was a community link for volunteers.
Public participation
No issues were raised. 

	5. 
	To confirm minutes and review matters arising from the meeting held on 14th October 2024
The minutes of the meeting were unanimously agreed and signed by the chairman.

	6. 
	To consider and agree response to a consultation on proposed changes, Footpath 2, Bracon Ash, Hethel Norfolk, NR14 8HE
The map of the existing and proposed changes to footpath. A new sign had been placed at Hethel Church which led through the garden of a parishioner This route had not been used for approximately 50 years and was originally intended for the rector to access the church and the rectory. An alternative route is now is use to join FP1 and this allows access to King John’s Thorn and has been used for a long time. 
There was a proposal to extinguish FP2 as this also goes across a number of graves and through the front garden of a property. The Wildlife Trust had sent support for the change. The owner of the ground to the proposed new footpath had agreed to the change.
DEFRA had published guidance for the diversion or extinguishment of footpaths that cross private gardens which was referred to.
Norfolk County Council’s view of access to the thorn is that if the thorn was to die there would be a short footpath that would go nowhere. 
Mr Dyer proposed that the PC support the application, Mrs Howlett seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. The clerk would respond and support the application. 

	7. 
	To consider and agree repairs to the bus shelter and the purchase of a bin 
A quote had originally been received for £1850. 
It was possible to buy 6 polycarbonate panels measuring 1380mm x 927mmx8mm. Steel had also been considered for the lower panels. The minimum gauge would need to be determined to make it vandal proof.  
It was suggested the existing panels could be used at the top and painted and to replace the top. Options would be considered with a top budget of £600 Mrs Barr proposed that this be progressed up to the maximum agreed budget, Dr Legg seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 

	8. 
	To consider options for the village sign
Options had been considered. The post could be obtained from Qualcast and to use a hot mineral membrane in the ground to protect it. Costs for a square post were £185 and a second quote for a hexagonal posed was awaited. 
Costs expected were expected to be c £1000. It was agreed to go ahead as lanned up to a maximum of £1k. 

	9. 
	To consider and agree to replace the playing field fence 
The fence had been repaired and it did not need to be replaced at this time.

	10. 
	Finance
11.1	To receive statement of accounts to 2nd December 2024
	The accounts were reviewed and agreed.	 
11.2	To discuss and agree budget requirements for 2025/26
The budget was discussed and some concerns were raised about the level of payments to the churches for upkeep of the burial grounds. The budget would be agreed at the January meeting. 
11.3	To discuss and agree the use of QR codes
A successful payment had been made using a QR code and a model sign had been designed to seek donations to help maintain the park. Mr Horton proposed that 2 x A5 and 1 x  A4 metal signs be purchased, this was seconded by Mr Hayes and unanimously agreed. 
11.4	To agree invoices for payment in accordance with budget
	BACS		£122.44	Norse Eastern Ltd	Newsletter printing
BACS	£420.00		P Riches 		Play area maintenance & grass cutting
BACS	£339.88		C Jowett		Clerk’s salary
BACS	£226.40		HMRC			PAYE
BACS	£441.37		Bracon Ash PCC	Burial ground
BACS	£441.37		Hethel PCC		Burial ground
Mrs Barr proposed the payment be made, Mrs Howlett seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed. 

	11. 
	To consider correspondence received
The consultation of the potash Lane traffic regulation order had been received too late for the agenda and closed prior to the next meeting.
Concerns were raised about the map not having enough detail to show where residences and businesses entrances were. 
The name of Potash Lane would need to be maintained from the new roundabout. A full detailed map needs to be provided for clarity of the impact of the proposed changes. 
A number of businesses had not been notified and this had been raised.
Clarification was required to determine whether or not access could be given to privately owned land drop kerbs do exist suggesting vehicles.
It was believed the planning applications had been approved. 2023/2037
Mr Dyer said he was going to submit an outline planning application on land for light industrial use to the south of Hethel industrial estate on Potash Lane.

	12. 
	To agree agenda items for the meeting on 13th January 2025 and close
Agenda items for next meeting
To discuss the formula for the donations for the burial grounds which is currently linked to the precept
Agreed dates of meetings in 2024
13/01/25
03/03/25
14/04/25
12/05/25 AGM/Parish meeting to commence at 7:00pm
09/06/25
11/08/25
06/10/25
01/12/25

	13. 
	Close 
The chairman closed the meeting at 21:05

	
Signed ………………………………………….                       Date ……………………           

Chairman to Bracon Ash and Hethel Parish Council






Appendix a
District Councillors’ Report for Bracon Ash Parish Council – 2 December 2024
Grants
At present Member Ward Grants for 2024/25 have been fully reserved. Requests for future support with small projects (up to £1,000 usually) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. 
NCC Recycling Centres
Visits to local recycling centres now need to be booked online at:
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/article/62632/Norfolk-Recycling-Centre-bookings 
Residents unable to use the internet can call 0344 800 8020 to book. Initial reports suggest the system is working well, although we have heard of some queuing to enter the Norwich South Recycling Centre.
Flooding on B1113  
Our informal understanding is that the Environmental Agency has now given its approval to the temporary drainage proposal to take water from the Orsted site to the pond near the junction with Keswick Low Road.  We have received no follow up from the County Council regarding improving the A47 drainage system near the bridge over the B1113.
We encourage residents to log problems on the B1113 on the Highways website and to report problems to us. Photographic evidence is always helpful (but stay safe).
County Council Budget consultation 25/26.
The next big subject will be the budget and how the Conservative administration will deal with keeping services at the level our residents deserve, without cutting any. There is a proposal to increase council tax with final decisions about the level of increase to be made on 18th February 2025. 
To find out more about the consultation and express your views follow the link here:  Budget consultation 2025-26 - Norfolk County Council - Citizen Space . The consultation closes on 16th December 2024
South Norfolk Budget Consultation
The district council has fewer budget pressures than the County. South Norfolk is also conducting a short budget consultation which can be found on the council’s website.
South Norfolk Planning – Suspension of Pre-Application Advice
The planning team is currently experiencing a very high workload resulting from the number and complexity of planning applications and enquiries being submitted. It has therefore reluctantly suspended its Pre-Application Advice service until January 2025. Residents should still be able to have a short phone conversation with a planning officer for informal advice.
South Norfolk and Broadland Community Link Network
This network is designed to bring together people who serve as community leaders and volunteers with voluntary groups and organisations. The objective is to encourage communication, collaboration, and support within the voluntary, community, and social enterprise sector. Membership is open to anyone who is part of a group and to residents interested in learning more about opportunities in the voluntary sector. 
To find out more please email: communities@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk or call 01603 430431.
South Norfolk and Broadland Business Awards
Nominations are open for the different categories of awards available. Nominations close on 13th December 2024.
Further information from: SNC Business Award Link
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
National Grid has announced that it is now undertaking a number of surveys along the proposed route of the pylons, to help refine and complete its application for planning permission (known as a Development Consent Order or DCO) to the Planning Inspectorate in Summer 2025.
 PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals. For further information visit https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber

	
	Councillor Contact Details
	

	Cllr. Jim Webber
	  jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07394 323215

	Cllr. Ian Spratt	
	ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
	bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk
	07769 030926
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